
Read & Download (PDF Kindle) 
Sources and Contexts of The Book of 

Concord
 Steven J. Lawson

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/egla/Sources-and-Contexts-of-The-Book-of-Concord
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/egla/Sources-and-Contexts-of-The-Book-of-Concord
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/egla/Sources-and-Contexts-of-The-Book-of-Concord
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/egla/Sources-and-Contexts-of-The-Book-of-Concord
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/egla/Sources-and-Contexts-of-The-Book-of-Concord


Born in controversy and raised in university settings, the Lutheran reform movement was
embroiled immediately, publicly, and perennially in theological disputes and political battles.
While controversies during Martin Luther's lifetime centered on disagreements with Rome and
Geneva, present and later differences emerged over interpreting Luther's and Melanchthon's
theologies on such issues as governmental interference, liturgical practices, justification's
implications for good works and sin, the Lord's supper, and election. It is this defining dis-
concord, alternating with attempts at concord and conciliation, that is reflected in the documents
newly translated in this indispensable documentary companion to The Book of Concord, which
includes the works of Agricola, Eck, Chemnitz, Melanchthon, and Luther.

About the AuthorRobert Kolb is International Research Emeritus Professor for the Institute of
Mission Studies at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. Among his many publications, he
is the author of Martin Luther: Confessor of the Faith (2009) and coeditor of The Book of
Concord (2001).James A. Nestingen has taught Church History at Luther Seminary in St. Paul,
Minnesota. He is a nationally recognized Luther scholar as well as a popular speaker and
lecturer. Nestingen is the author of numerous books, including Martin Luther: A Life (2003) and
Sources and Contexts of The Book of Concord (coeditor, 2001).Excerpt. © Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved.From the Foreword (pre-publication version):While the
Reformation movement led by Martin Luther was conceived in Wittenberg, in the midst of the
university s enterprise of teaching and learning, the Lutheran church which it produced was
born at Augsburg, through a public act of confessing the faith. This confessing took lasting form
in a document. The Lutheran princes, municipal representatives, and theologians assembled at
Augsburg in June 1530 directed their testimony of the biblical message toward church and world
in the Augsburg Confession. This act of confessing was preserved as a written statement of
faith, the birth certificate and charter of the Lutheran church. This confessional document
addressed specific issues of concern to the Christian community in a series of articles intended
to define the teaching of Scripture for the situation of that day.Again in 1537, as they prepared for
the council called by Pope Paul III, Lutheran theologians subscribed to a confession of faith
composed by Luther, the Smalcald Articles. These articles also treated fundamental elements of
biblical teaching under dispute within the specific context of the time. Forty years later Lutheran
churches confessed their faith in the Formula of Concord, again with reference to twelve topics
being debated within their own historical context.In each of these cases sixteenth-century
Lutherans defined their faith and their church by proclaiming and teaching the content of
Scripture within the nexus of their own setting and circumstances. Implicit in this observation is
the fact that, like all historical documents, the living confession and exposition of the Christian



faith found in the Book of Concord can be better understood when the conditions and issues of
the time are clearer. This clarity is in part obtainable by reading other documents from the period
which shed light on the debates and concerns that moved the theologians of the period to
address the questions posed for their church. Indeed, the documents in the Book of Concord are
understandable as they were written, also for those who live in the very different circumstances
of the turn of the twenty-first century. But their contents may be digested more thoroughly with
the aid of information and insight regarding the debates and discussions of their own time. Such
insights and information may be gained from contemporary documents.This volume is intended
to aid and support the study of the sixteenth century Lutheran confessions. It presents fourteen
texts that help illumine the situations in which the authors of these confessions perceived
themselves to be. Some of these documents have previously appeared in English translation,
but in almost every case they are out of print. In this collection several documents are available
which have not previously been at the disposal of English readers. To aid instructors and
students in their study of the confessions, we also make suggestions in this preface for the use
of other available translations of documents which can illumine the confessional texts.The
Documents in this VolumeChronologically, Luther s catechisms were the first of what would later
be called the Lutheran confessions to appear in print. . . . At the same time he was writing and
preaching on the fundamentals of biblical learning during the 1520s, the reformer was urging
other colleagues in Wittenberg and elsewhere to create a primer of the faith for families,
teachers, and pastors to use in the instruction of young people. One of the early attempts, A
Booklet for Laity and Children, appeared in 1525 [document #1]; it demonstrates how one
person among Luther s disciples, under his influence, perceived the catechetical task to which
the reformer addressed his own efforts in 1528 and 1529. Luther himself finally took the writing
of the children s catechism (the Small Catechism) and the accompanying teacher s guide (his
Large Catechism) in hand. He did so in part because others in his circle had not found time to
produce these works which he considered most urgent, in part because one of his students had
indeed produced his own catechisms. Johann Agricola, among the brightest and best of
Luther s earliest students, prepared instructional materials for the pupils in the schools of
Eisleben, where he was rector. These works reflected his antinomian views, which had brought
him into sharp disagreement with the Wittenberg theologians, led by Philip Melanchthon and
Martin Luther, at just this time. His One Hundred Thirty Questions for the Girl s School in
Eisleben [document #2] also illustrates how those in the Wittenberg circle understood the task of
catechizing the young; at the same time it reveals how Agricola s use of the law of God differs
from that of Luther and Melanchthon. Luther s own catechism represents his attempt to
counteract the influence of Agricola in the field of Christian education.At the same time Luther
felt compelled to devote his energies to meet the pressing needs for the instruction of the young,
imperial politics was driving Lutheran governmental officials and theologians to explain their
program for the reform of the church in doctrine and life. Emperor Charles V called an imperial
diet for late spring 1530 in the city of Augsburg. There, he demanded, the Evangelical princes



and cities of his empire were to justify their alterations in ecclesiastical practice. When the
delegation of Elector John of Saxony arrived in Augsburg, a new publication by the leading
Roman Catholic theologian in Germany, Johann Eck, greeted them. His Four Hundred Four
Articles gathered citations from writings of the Wittenberg reformers and other authors who
opposed the papal party into one malodorous potpourri of heresies, associating Luther,
Melanchthon, and their colleagues with Anabaptist and Sacramentarian ideas of various sorts
[document #3]. Some of the citations from the Wittenberg theologians themselves were taken
out of context and given a heretical spin. The Lutherans, led by Melanchthon, recognized that
they would have to make clear that the faith they confessed belonged solidly to the catholic
tradition of the whole church.
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M. Frost, “Updated, abridged version of Jacobs' 1883 Vol. II. This is an outstanding work that
tries to provide some context behind the Formula of Concord. The primary value is that it shows
the various articles written before the Augsburg Confession that were available to Melanchthon
when he wrote the Augsburg Confession, as well as the Roman Catholic arguments against
Luther by Eck and their Confutation against the Augsburg Confession, and the two Interims of
1548 that the Roman Catholic Emperor Charles V tried to force on recalitrant Lutherans. Thus,
anyone who studies the Augsburg Confession or the Formula of Concord should read this
book.There are good short introductions to each document and each document is decently
page noted throughout. The expansive Biographical Index is greatly appreciated!While I want to
give it a "5" there is an earlier, better, more comprehensive work. I think the authors of this work
do a great disservice by not clearly discussing the relationship between this work (277 pages)
and Henry E. Jacobs's The Book of Concord; or the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church with Historical Introduction, Notes, Appendixes, and Indexes in Two Volumes:
Vol. II Historical Introduction, Appendixes, and Indexes (G.W. Frederick, Philadelphia (1883),
459 pages). On p. 106, in the section on the Confutation of the Augsburg Confession, the
introductory note says that "Use was also made of an earlier English translation in Henry E.
Jacobs as found in.... [Vol.] 2". But most of the material in this work was previously translated into
English in Jacobs'!In addition, a major weakness is pointed out in The Preface: "This volume
contains no documents relating to the historical context of Luther's Smalcald Articles and
Melanchthon's Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope." This is the time of further
disputation with Roman Catholics and very important attempts at union with the Reformed (esp.
Bucer & Bullinger, Zwingli's successor). This period is covered better in Jacobs'.Documents that
are in BOTH:- The 404 Theses of John Eck- The Schwabach Articles- The Marburg Articles-
The Torgau Articles- The Confutation of the Augsburg Confession- The Leipzig Interim (1548)-
The [Christological] Catalog of Testimonies- Luther's Torgau Sermon on Christ's Descent into
Hell- The Saxon Visitation Articles of 1592Documents that ARE in this work but are NOT in
Jacobs' 1883:- A Booklet for Laity and Children- 130 Common Questions by John Agricola-
Melanchthon's Disputation: We are Justified by Faith and Not by Love- The Augsburg Interim
(1548)Documents that ARE in Jacobs' 1883 but NOT in this work:- Luther's Sentences of
Consolation 1530- The Wittenberg Concord, with Martin Bucer's Exhortation (1536)- The Variata
Augsburg Confession 1540- A comparison of the Variata Augsburg Confession of 1542 to the
1540 version- 2 Non-Lutheran [Reformed] Confessions Presented at Augsburg 1530 -- Zwingli's
Reckoning of His Faith -- Tetrapolitan Confession by Bucer at al- Melanchthon Concerning the
Foundation of the Doctrine of the Sacramentarians- The Decree of the Council of Upsala 1592
[the Swedish Church declaring its adherence to Lutheranism]Anyone who can find a decent
copy and afford it would do well to get Jacobs' Vol. II. Jacobs' covers more of the spectrum of
issues that led to the Formula of Concord, esp. the disagreements between (a) schools of



Lutheranism, Philippists vs Gnesio-, and (b) the Lutherans and the Reformed. (I esp.
recommend Jacobs' because of the presence of the rare Variata version that is usually
discussed at some length and excerpted in many works but rarely, if ever, fully presented. Calvin
signed the Variata and it was used throughout the 1540s and 1550s as the primary document by
Lutherans when dialoging with Roman Catholics and Reformed!)”

R. Ohm, “Pleased with Purchase. I'm in a lay class that is open discussion on the Book of
Concord. This text is a tremendous resource both in using these articles to understand the Book
of Concord but also to understand the position of the Roman Catholic church.To read the Book
of Concord without the Confutation (rebuttal)from the Catholics is like one hand clapping - it
looks nice but doesn't make much sound/sense.This sources and contexts book is for the most
part an easy read with footnote definitions convenient to explain terms that are no longer used in
everyday churches.Plus it's by Nestingen who has a great video series on the Ten
Commandments and Lord's Prayer.It is for those who are serious about study and have an
interest in church history. Don't expect it to read like the 'Velvet Elvis' or other current church
literature.”

Michael Slusser, “Historical Background of the Lutheran Confessions. The Lutheran
Confessions are usually presented as finished texts, though sometimes with notes. What this
book does is explain the real historical context within which each of those texts was composed,
including the texts to which the writiers were opposed as well as the antecedents of the books
that made it into the Book of Concord. The level of the authors' expertise is unsurpassed.”

electrical instructor, “clear enough for a layman. it is interesting to see some of the works by the
principals that preceded and some opposition points of view by contemporaries of Luther and
Melancthon”

Eric Kaelberer, “good to have these dear source materials at hand.. A grand compilation with
good summary introductions. This was suggested for the Confessions Class that our SMP Vicar
is taking.  Very clear and great resource materials.”

Louis Guillaud III, “Five Stars. this is a great product!”

Andrew Jones, “This is a very helpful book for those looking to .... This is a very helpful book for
those looking to get at the behind the scenes details of The Book of Concord.”

Tsuwainla Jamir, “Five Stars. I like it”

The book by Steven J. Lawson has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 26 people have provided feedback.
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